ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS

o

Before yo. decide to establish a private burial plot
on your propariy, you m8y want to consider some of the
tollowing fac:ors:

1. Your family may, in future years, decide to seéll
the property.

- The plot may lower property valwues,

- Relstives may be depied access tg the plet by
subsequent ownsars,

- It the area where the plot is located is developed,
the deceased may have to be disinterred and turied
elsewhars,

2. Your neighbors mey object tog having & burial plet
located near thair praperty,

3. The laws and regulations may have been changed or
new laws and regylations may have been added.

It you have any further quastions, yay may centact:

Michael Gates

Local Health Services Coordinator
Vermont Department of Health

60 Main Street, P,0, Box 70
Burlington, VYermont 05402

Tejophone: (B802) 863-7220

May 1985
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Families occasionally choese to sat @side a portion of
their private property for ‘the burial of members. of thelr
immediate family. This s permitted under Vermont law,
ss long as no Health hazard is created, (18 V. S_A, §3319)
The following guidelines from ‘the Department of Health
should answér mény of the questions you may have about
‘establishing s privete burial plet on your property.
APPROVAL '

¥Yermont Department of Health policy advises that the
town: board of health and/or health ofticer apprave the
‘proposed burisl sits.

STANDARDS
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The. . following &re the standards that your local health
otticials will usé when considering a site,

There is ro régquirement under Vermont law that & corpse
be smbalmed before burisl, entombment or cremation;
However,; if thé lacal board of health or health officer
determines that an unembalimed corpse constitutes a threat
to the publit héalth, the board of health or heslth oftficer
hay order that the body be embalmed and/or imnediately
buried, entohibed or cremated. (1973 Op. Atty. Gen. 127,
No., 995%

Your lo¢al health otfficials will consider the proximity
of the burial ssite to water soutces, including :drinking
water supplies, streems and groundwater, to be surs ‘that
the site will not contaminata the water source. Thera
should be et laast 100 feet of isolation from drilled
wells and 130 fest from shallow wells or streams. The
distances may be greater depending on the circumstances.
When the water .source: is downhill from the burial site:
the distence betweein them will heve to Be lncreased:

The incresse. in distance will depend upon the soil and.
slope ¢onditions in the area..

teet below thg natural surface_of tne gtoundx
{Those of intants must be at least three and one-
half teet below the ground surfsce,) The highest
seasonal groundwater level .at the burial site must
remaip bslow the .casket. You may, therefore;, be
requzred to dig s test pit fo felp locel health
officials determine to what level: the: water table.
rises in the spring. A tightly sealed concrete

vVault mey allow for burial in areas where the

gréundwater is at or slightly higher than the five
feet minimum depth for burial,

LAND_RECOROS:

Once & private burial plot has been esteblished,
the locsl health official will record the exect.
location in thie land records at the Town Clerk's
oftice, This iy to provide a'permananiérecord of
the burial plot location..

VITAL RECORDS

Two kinds of vitel records must be completed
after a person dies: the death certificate and a
"burial-transgit parmit“ which allows for final
disposition, The death . certificate must be signed
by & physicien within 24 hours of the death., The
physiciafi must deliver it to the family of the
decéasaed person, or to the pérson who has charge
of the body within 36 hours of the death. The
death certiticate must then be filed with the town
clerk or deputy clerk in the town in which the death
odcurred. The clerk or deputy will issue - “hurial-
trans;t'permit" and can provide specific instructions
dppenq;g94qg'bﬁrial plang. In the first week of the

month tolldwing burial, the tompleted “birisl~

transit permit” must be delivered to the clerk of
the town in which the burial site is located.



	Page 1
	Page 2

